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TOBACCO  helped  to  build  the  United  States,  It  vras  grown  in  America  long  before  the  com- 
ing of  the  white  men  and  was  sent  to  Europe  by  Spanish  traders  as  early  as  1531*  It  is  reported 
that  in  the  Old  World  it  was  first  regarded  as  a  magic  medicine.  Seeds  were  carried  into  Europe 
and  the  Oirient  before  l600,and  soon  after  that  tobacco  growing  was  established  in  many  parts  of 
the  world.  Tobacco  provided  the  early  settlers  in  Virginia  with  their  principal  medium  of  ex- 
change. Yfithout  something  to  send  to  England,  there  would  have  been  no  trade  with  the  Mother 
Country,  and  vrithout  trade  the  colony  probably  would  have  perished.  Today,  tobacco  provides  the 
highest  per  acre  income  of  any  major  crop.  It  is  now  grown  and  used  all  over  the  world, but  the 
industry  is  much  more  specialized  in  the  United  States  than  in  any  other  country. 

This  report  presents  a  continuous    series  of  tobacco    statistics  by  States,    on  acreage, 
yield  per  acre,  production,  price,  and  value    from  1866  through  19li5,    and  by  types  and  classes 
from  1919  through  19U5»    Similar  data  for  years  since  19U5  are    published  in  current  reports  by 
the  Crop  Reporting  Board,    Fbr  the  yesirs  1919  through  19h$  the  values  were    conqDuted    by  apply- 
ing the  estimated  season  average  prices  by  types  to  the  quantities  produced.    Prices    shown  for 
States  and  classes  were  therefore  derived  for  this  series.  For  the  years  before  1919  the  Decem- 
ber 1  A'TQra.ze  prices  were  applied  to  State  production  estimates  to  compute  value.  As  practical- 
ly all  tobacco  produced  is  sold, the  estimated  production  and  value  of  production  are  approximate- 
ly equal  to  the  estimates  of  farm  sales  and  value  of  sales.    Final  production  estimates  of  flue- 
cured,  fire-cured,  light  air-cured,  and  dark  air-cured  are  based  on  actual  sales  records  provided 
by  the  Department,    At  the  current  level  of  production  over  90  percent    of  pix)duction  is  thus 
verified  by  collateral  check  data. 

TOBACCO:  PRODUCTION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  1919-45 
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Figure  1.  -  The  increase  in  total  tobacco  production  during  recent  years  was  brought  about  by 
increases  in  cigarette  tobaccos  -  flue-cured  and  light  air-cured.  Dark  tobaccos  have  shown 
a  steady  downward  trend  in  production j  the  decline  in  the  cigar  classes  has  been  less  pro- 
nounced. 

1/ Prepared  by  John  F.  Marsh,  John  A,  Ricks,  and  C.  E.  Burkhead.    The  official  estimates  

shown  are  those  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board. 
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Prices  of  the  first  tobacco  cairried  into  England  from  the  Spanish  possessions  of  the  Car- 
ibbean area  were  fabulously  high.  Some  retail  gales  were  made  at  a  rate  of  90  shillings  per 
pound.  Prices  current  for  wheat  in  England,  l$5l  to  1^57,  averaged  about  1  shilling  per  bush- 
el.2/  High  prices  for  tobacco  were  conducive  to  the  establishment  and  rapid  exi:ansicn  of  tobac- 
co growing  in  the  English  colonies.  Exports  increased  from  20,000  pounds  from  the  crop  of  l6l8 
to  500,000  pounds  in  1628.  By  I669  England  was  importing  9,000,000  pounds  from  the  American 
colonies  and  additional  quantities  of  American  tobacco  were  taken  directly  to  Holland .3/ 

Tobacco  became  the  means  of  exchange  in  the  colonies  and  was  used  in  the  place  of  gold  or 
currency.    The  payments  of  quitrents  and  other    legal  obligations  were  met  with  tobacco  at  vary- 
ing rates    through  the  years.    The  great  expansion  in  tobacco  growing  resiilted  in  lower  prices 
and  frequently  recurring  depressions. 

These  factors  encouraged  migrations  westwaixi  and  a  stibsistence  type  of  farming.  But  the 
lower  prices  made  smoking  and  the  use  of  snuff  popular  in  England  and  Europe,  where  it  had  been 
a  luxury.  Stringent  regulations  for  limiting  production  vrere  demanded  by  growers  in  Colonial 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  some  controls  were  institiited.  Planting  quotas  were  established  and 
they  were  at  least  partially  enforced.  These  were  given  to  would-be  producers  on  a  per  capita 
basis.  On  occasions,  there  was  agitation  for  ceasing  to  plant  for  a  season,  but  opposition  from 
the  Government  (once  by  the  Proprietor  in  Maryland  and  at  other  times  by  the  Government  in  Eng- 
land) always  prevented  such  drastic  action,  probably  because  of  the  loss  of  revenue  that  would 
have  resulted.  The  limiting  of  a  specific  number  of  tobacco  plants  per  person  was  apparently 
the  first  attempt  at  control  of  production  of  any  agricultural  crop  in  America. 


Species  of  Tobacco  )\/ 

Each  of  the  two  kinds  of  tobacco,  Nicotiana  rustica  and  Nicotiana  tabacum,had  many  strains 
that  had  develoj>ed  through  the  years  under  cultivation  by  the  American  Indians,    The  varieties  of 
Nicotiana  tabacum    grown  originally    in  Central  and  South  America  were  much  milder    and  more  ar- 
omatic than  t}ie  kinds  of  Nicotiana  rustica  that  were  indigenous  to  Middle  North  America,  Accord- 
ingly, although  both  kinds  vrere  introduced  in  various  parts  of  the  vrorld,  the  varieties  of  Nic- 
otiana  tabacum  were  generally  much  more  pleasing  to  yrhite  men.    Even    in  Virginia,    this  tobacco 
early  replaced  Nicotiana  rustica.    At  least  four  distinctly  different  kinds  of  Nicotiana  tabacum 
figured  in  the  early  trade  from  the  Caribbean  area.    Something  is  knorm    of  these  as  to  size  and 
appearance  but  it  is  not  practicable  to  compare  any  of  them  with  the  present  knovm  types  because 
tobacco  reacts  readily  to  environmental  conditions.    Soil  types,    topography,    and    climate  have 
played  a  big  part  in  the  evolution  of    present  types  as  have  methods  of  growing,  topping,  CTiring, 
and  handling,  • 


Important  Source  of  ferm  Income  and  Government  Revenue 

The  19i;6  crop  of  tobacco  brought  groYrers  in  the  United  States  more  than  a  billion  dollars. 
Tobacco  provides  more  direct  revenue  to  the  federal  Government  than  all  other  crops  combined.  In 
the  ^year  period  covering  the  fiscal  years  19U2-U6  receipts  to  the  Pfederal  Government  from  tobac- 
co and  tobacco  products  averaged  more  than  9^0  million  dollars  each  year.  In  addition,  most  of 
the  States  collected  large  sums  in  excise  taxes  on  sales  of  tobacco  products.  Cash  receipts  to 
the  pr(?dticers  for  the  crop-yiears  19itl-i;5  averaged  only  about  6I8  million  dollars.  Tobacco  has 
been  an  important  producer  of  revenue  in  most  other  countries  throughout  the  world.  State  monop- 
olies, import  duties,  and  excise  taxes  have  been  general. 


2/Harper,  Charles,  Chronicon  Preciosum  -  London  1707.  Pages  65,  119, 

3/Gray,  L.  C,  History  of  the  Southern  United  States  to  i860.  Vol,  I,  pages  213  -276.  1933. 
^U.  S,  Dept,  Agr,,  Yearbook  1936, 
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United  States  Tobaccos  ^ 


The  tobacco  industry  in  the  Iftiited  States  is  highly  specialized.     Tobacco  is  a  group  of 
crops,  each  having  distinctive  characteristics  and  uses.    Tfethods  of  curing  vary  materially  and, 
except  for  the  cigar  and  miscellaneous  types,    they  provide  one  basis  for  classification.  The 
cigar  types  are  classified  on  the  basis  of  use.      The  statistics  shoroi  in  these  tables  cover  29 
typesjTuiiich  fall  into  6  main  classes  and  a  miscellaneous  class: 

Class  1.  -  Flue-cured,  types  11,  12,  13,  and  lU 

Class  2.  -  Fire-cured,  types  21,  22,  23,  and  21; 

p,       ,  (Light  air-cured,  types  31  and  32 

uiflss  j(.  air-cured,  types  35,  36,  and  37 

Class  1;.  -  Fillers,  types  Ul,  i|2,  1;3,  Mi,  and  h$ 

Class  5.  -  Binders,  types  51,  52,  53,  5U,  55,  and  56 

Class  6,  -  Wrappers,  types  61,  62,  and  65 

Class  7,  -  Hfi-scellaneous,  types  71  and  72 

The  first  3  classes  were  classified  on  the  basis  of  the  method  of  curing,  Tte  type  numbers 
indicate  not  only  the  type  but  the  class.  The  first  digit  for  all  flue-cured  types  is  1.  Types 
11,  12,  13,  and  lU  constitute  the  flue-cured  class,  which  accounts  for  more  than  half  the  total 
production  of  American  tobacco.lt  is  light -colored  and  aromatic, and  is  the  largest  component  in  do- 
mestic cigarettes.  The  great  majority  of  all  of  our  exported  tobacco  is  from  this  class.  Trends 
in  production  of  flue-cured  tobacco  have  been  steadily  upward,  whereas  the  opposite  has  been  Irue 
of  some  other  classes, 

TOBACCO:  YIELD  PER  ACRE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  1919-45 
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Figure  2.  -  Average  yields  showed  little  trend  before  1933*    Under  acreage  controls  after  that 
date  there  was  a  tendency  for  marginal  fields  to  drop  out  of  production.    Through  the  use  of 
more  fertilizer  and  better  c\iltural  practices,  the  yields  have  advanced  steadily. 

5/Gage,  C~E.,  American  Tobacco  Types,  Uses,  and  Markets,  U.S.  Dept.  Agr,  Cir.2U9,  19U2. 
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About  60  percent  of  our  current  production  is  flue-cured.  The  name  is  derived  fron  ths  metal 
flues  through  which  the  smoke  and  gases  pass  and  from  which  the  heat  is  radiated*  The  flue-cured 
tj^pes  vary  in  characteristics,  mainly  because  of  environmental  conditions.  Practically  all  flue- 
cured  tobacco  is  now  "primed"  -  that  is,  the  leaves  are  pvilled  individually  as  they  reach  maturity. 
The  leaves  are  hung  on  sticks  and  placed  in  "bams"  in  which  heat  is  applied  gradually.  Temper- 
atures of  from  1^0  to  170°  F,  or  higher  are  reached  during  the  process. -which  reqxiires  from  3  to 
5  days, 

Tlie  second  class  of  tobacco  is  fire-cvu^ed.    The  numbers  for  all  types  of   this  class  begin 
Tirith  2,    They  embrace  types  21,  22,  23,  and  2h,    These  tjrpes  are  heavy-bodied  and  very  dark.  They 
are  called  fire-cured  because  in  curing  it  is  necessary  for  the  tobacco  to  absorb  a  smoky  flavor 
and  aroma  which  involves  firing  in  bams  over  open  fires.    Smoldering  fires  are    made  of  hardwood 
and  sawdust.    Heat  required  for  curing  fire-cured  types  is  not  nearly  so  intenseas  that  used  for  the 
flue-ciu*ed.    The  tobacco  is  usually  hung  in  the  barns  under  natural  air  conditions  for  a  few  days 
for  yellowing  before  heat  is  applied.    Temperatures  seldom    exceed  135*to  lUo"  F,  at    any   time  | 
and  firing  may  be  done  in  several  installments.    It    sometimes    takes    several   weeks  to    cure    a  I 
barn  of  fired  typeso    The  long-term  trend  in  production  of  fired  tobacco  has  been    steadily  down-  I 
Tivardj  current  production  is  now  less  than  half  the  average  of  25  years  ago.     This    decrease    was  ■ 
brought  about  by  changes  in  consvmier  preferences  and  in  intematioiial  trade,    FLre-cured  tobacco 
is  strong  in  flavor.    It  is  used  for  making  snuff,  roll,  plug,  strong  cigars,  and    heavy  smoking 
tobacco.    Until  recent  years  more  than  half  the  production  was  exported. 

The  third  class  of  tobacco  —  the  air-cured  —  is  broken  into  2  subclasses,  light  and 
dark.  Light  air-cured  tobacco  embraces  types  31  and  32  and  the  dark  air-cured  covers  types 
35,  36,  and  37«  Air-cured  tobacco,  like  fire-c\ired,  is  stalk-cut  in  the  fields  and  is  hung  in 
the  barns  for  cviring.  The  difference  in  these  subclasses  of  air-cured  is  in  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  tobaccos  rather  than  the  method  of  curing.  The  dark  types  —  35,  36,  and  37  —  are 
heavy  bodied,  coarse  in  textiure,  and  to  some  extent  are  comparable  in  use  \7ith  the  fired  types. 
Over  the  years,  the  dark  air-cured  types  have  averaged  soraewlTat  lower  in  price  to  farmers  than 
the  fired  t^-'pes.    As  vdth  the  fired  types,  production  has  declined  through  the  years. 

The  light  air-cured  types,  31  and  32,  are  important  component  parts  in  cigarettes.  They 
are  combined  vdth  flue-cured   and  small  quantities  of  imported  tobacco    in  domestic  blends.  These 
light  air-cured  types  are  not  interchangeable  or  subject  to  substitution  one  for  the    other,  be- 
cause each  has  special  characteristics.    Tjrpe  31  or  bia-ley    is  the  most  widely  grown    single  type 
in  the  United  States,    It  is  grotm  in  10  States  and  accounts  for  about    25    percent  of  all  the  to- 
bacco grown  in  this  country.    It  is  flavorfiJ.  but  much  milder  than  the    darker  types,  and  is  used 
with  flue-cured  as  the  base  for  making  blended  cigarettes.      The  manufacturing    of  pipe  tobaccos, 
plug,  and  twists,  also  requires  large  quantities  of  hurley  tobacco.    Type    32, or    Southern  Ifery- 
land  —  a  mild  and  more  neutral  tobacco  vdth  less  oil  —  is  generally   thought  to  be  about  ideal 
with  respect  to  burning  qualities.     The  inclusion  of    Southern  Maryland    tobacco    in  cigarette 
blends  adds  burning  quality.    The  increasing    demand  from  domestic    users  has    more  than  offset 
the  decline  in  export  demands j    in  early  years  most  of    Southern  Maryland    tobacco  was  taken  to 
Central  Europe. 

The  cigar  types    are  all  air-c\ired  but  are  classified  on  the  basis    of  general  use.  The 
classifications  do  not  imply  exclusive  uses,  however.     Some  of  the    lower  grades  in  all  three  of 
the  cigar  classes  go  into  scrap-cherwing,  and  other  uses.    The  three    main  classes  of  cigar  tobac-  j 
CO  now  grown  in  the  IMited  States  are  fillers,  binders,  and  wrappers.    In    each    case    the  first 
digit  denotes  the  class. 


fillers  are  grown  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio    but  nearly  one-half  of  domestic  requirements 
are  imported  from  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,     This  class    is  of  heavy  body  and    is  relatively  coarse 
in  texture.      It  is  called  filler    because  it  constitutes    the  core  or    body  of   cigars.  These 
types    are  high-jdelding  and    the  ctiring   methods  are    similar  to    those    used  for    bur  ley.  The 
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Figure  3»  -  Acreage  clianges  have  varied  sharply  from  year  to  year  but  no  general  trend  is  ap- 
parent.   Acreage  allotments  have  been  in  effect  since  1933  (except  in  1939 )• 


stalks  are  cut  in  the  fields,  as  vri. th  fire-cured  and  air-cured  classes,  and  curin?^  is  done  by 
the  natural  air  unless  the  weatner  is  so  damp  as  to  necessitate    the  use  of    artificial  heat 
for  drying  the  air  (as  is  occasionally  necessarj''  for  all  tobaccos  ordinarily  cured  by  natural 
air).    The  principal  qualities    required  pertain  to    the  flavor,  aroma,  and  burning  quality. 
Color  and  elasticity  of  tls  leaves  of  fillers  are  of  little  concern  either  to  consumers  or  to 
manufacturers , 


The  binder  types  are  gro-'.vn  mostly  in  Wisconsin  and  in  the  Connecticut  Valley,  but 
small  quantities  are  groTOi  in  fJinnesota,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  in  a  small 
area  on  the  Georgia-Florida  line.  They  are  used  mainly,  as  the  name  implies,  for  binding 
the  fillers  into  the  form  of  cigars.  Good- ■burning  quality,  aroma, and  elasticity  cliaracter- 
ize  binders  of  high  quality. 

Wrappers  constitute  the  most    costly  tobacco.    Used  for  the    outside  cover  on  cigars, 
the  leaves  must  be  elastic,  relatively  free  of  damage,  uniform  in    color,  and  must  liave  good 
burning  qualities.    In  addition,  the  best  virrappers  are  thin,  smooth,  and  of  fine  texture.  In 
order  to  obtain  such  qmlities  some  protection  is  needed  against  the  sun  and  the  extremes  of 
weather.    Shade  growing  provides  this  protection  at  considerable  expense    in  labor  and  mate- 
rials,   A  permanent  frameYrork  is  erected  over  -s^ich    open-raesh  cloth  is    tacked,  enclosing 
large  fields.    The  plants  are  set  in  rows  and  cultivation    is  carried  on  in  the  field  under 
the  cover.  The  cloth  screening  overhead  and  on  all  sides  modifies  or  diffuses  the  direct  rays 
of  the  sun,  minimizes  wind  movement,  and  affords  some  protection    from  overnight  changes  in 
temperatures.    Shade  growing  was  begun  about  1900,  6/ 

The  leaves  of  wrapper  tobacco  are  primed  as  for  flue-cured  tobacco  and  the  curing  and 
conditioning  require  much  more  handling  than  most  other  classes.  The  wrapper  types  are  grovm 
in  the  Connecticut  Valley  and  in  Georgia  and  Florida, 

6/ Stewart,  J.  B.,  The  Production  of  Cigar  Wrapper  Tobacco  under  Shade  in  the  Connecticut 
Valley.    U.  S.  Dept.  Agr,  Bui,  138,  1908, 
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